
 

1 

 

 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING  

 

May 27, 2015 

 

Present: Bill Plasko, Chairman, Denis Drummey, Steve Costello, Alan Slater, Paul Halkiotis, 

Town Planner 

 

Reorganization 

 

The Committee discussed reorganization. Should there be a Vice-Chairman, Clerk etc. 

Mr. Slater thought there should be a Vice-Chairman in case the Chairman isn’t around.  

Motion by Mr. Slater to have a Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. Drummey 

Vote Unanimous 

 

Mr. Drummey thought the Chairman and Vice- Chairman should have three (3) year terms. The 

Committee discussed having some kind of formal structure for the Committee.  

 

Mr. Costello talked about the role of the Committee which he feels is to maximize the industrial 

economic base. Mr. Plasko questioned what the Committee should do such as looking into 

promoting, advertising, bringing in people from the outside or looking at other EDC from other 

Towns.  

Motion was made and seconded to vote for Chairman and Vice-Chairman at the next meeting on 

June 17, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Vote unanimous 

  

Discussion: Industrial Properties in the M-Zone (Plimpton Press, 84 Morse Street, 

Norwood Commerce Center 

 

Mr. Halkiotis talked about the Planning Board meeting where the three owners of these 

properties were present to discuss what can be done with these industrial properties. Mr. 

Halkiotis noted that the owner of Plimpton Press did not attend the meeting because that property 

is currently under a purchase and sales agreement. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that these property owners are struggling trying to find manufacturing uses to 

come and lease space from them. Some of the sites have other issues like flood plain 

development issues, and some have hazardous waste contamination/ cleanup issues. These sites 

are not only functionally obsolete but they also have other problems that take money to fix for 

redevelopment. Mr. Costello wanted to know if they are fairly assessed right now given their 
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current conditions. Mr. Halkiotis didn’t know and thought they might have been applying for 

abatements for years. Mr. Costello wanted to know if the Town is in danger of losing a lot of 

value if something isn’t changed.  Mr. Halkiotis said that he will check on what these properties 

are assessed at now and if they applied for abatements.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that other communities have taken old mill buildings and try to facilitate them 

into being restored and allowing mixed uses. Mr. Halkiotis talked about the three (3) industrial 

properties and what can be done to help restore and reuse them.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he talked with the Planning Board about the manufacturing areas in 

Norwood but nothing as decided about re-zoning these areas. Mr. Halkiotis suggested to the 

Board that they look closely at creating an overlay district and the reason for that is to leave the 

manufacturing district as the underlying zoning in place but an overlay district would allow 

different types of uses on the same piece of property. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said at the next meeting he will provide the Committee the type of uses that are 

allowed in the manufacturing district and the light manufacturing districts.  

 

Mr. Drummey led the discussion on Avalon Bay purchasing the Plimpton Press property. Mr. 

Plasko noted that this property is under a purchase and sales agreement and they have a decent 

period of time to decide what they want to do.  Mr. Halkiotis said that they are 40B developers 

and they don’t need Town Meeting approval. Discussion ensued. 

 

Potential Commercial Development 

 

Mr. Plasko noted that there are a lot of developers that are coming into Town all the time and 

they are looking at commercial properties and talk about housing. Some developers talk about 

their properties being underutilized and want to know what the Town can do to help them out. 

There are two potential developers interested in Upland Woods. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis talked about being approached by developers and a lot of them want to talk in 

confidence and not made public who their company is or what they are interested in doing. Mr. 

Halkiotis said that they have had a couple of meetings with a pretty big company that is looking 

at the Polaroid site. The last communication Mr. Halkiotis had with this company was that they 

were a little concern about the permitting process so Mr. Halkiotis invited them to come and 

meet with the Planning Board.  

 

Mr. Costello thinks they should look at 43D for the Polaroid property. Mr. Halkiotis will get info 

for the next meeting. 
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Mr. Halkiotis talked about other companies that have called looking for places in Norwood to 

open their businesses.  

 

Discussion – Chamber of Commerce Invoice 

 

Mr. Plasko told the Committee that the EDC fund only has $2,700 which is not enough for the 

Chamber of Commerce Invoice of $7,500. The Committee talked about whether or not NVCC 

has given the Town good service, what have they done for the Town? Discussion ensued. Mr. 

Halkiotis will invite Tom O’Rourke to attend the next meeting on July 17, 2015. 

 

The Committee asked Mr. Halkiotis to invite David DuPree to the next meeting also.  

 

The Economic Development Committee adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 


